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while people ldving close to Jersey City chiraniun contaminated lots
are more likely to show datectable chronium levels in thedir vrina than
those living farther eway, nedical evaluations did not show 1lnesscs
1inked with chromium in any of the people tested, the N.J. Department of
Health has determined. ;
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health Camisaiouer Molly Jogl Coye today armounced results of

*

mgau%ﬂ&luatm o 165 students and aé‘u&t,s_fgan_ﬂﬂ—ﬂﬂ-'-'ny
Youmg Jr. Jersey City. — -

The majority of the children and school staff tested showed nO
detectable levels of chiromiun, Urdine, skin, noee and throat tests were.
contucsted on the students and staff, and a dermatologist and a nose and
throat specialist conducted more extensive exans on 20 students and six
adults. Everyone undergoing the initial testing has already received an
{idividual report on results, and those referred to specialists will be

receiving reports shoctly.

No : were detected ithat oould be linked with chrauiun exposure
in any of the 165 people examined, Dr. Coye said.

However, labora tests did show that people living closest to
dhremlun sites were mosl likely to have detectable levels of chromlum.
Fi fty-four percent of diildren who -lived on the same blodc es a chrunium
‘gite had measurable levels of chranium, compared to 39 percent of thoea
v o nearby blocks and 9 percent of those living ocutside the immediate

ty of the contaminated lots. .

"Ine laboratory lests confirm that 1he doronium exposury Wi are
Jweasurding 1S related to the chromiun-contaminated lots, rather than the
Whitney Younqg Jr. Scivol," Dr. Coye pointed ocut. "We are ralized tha: tha
phiysicians did not find any symptaus related to chranlun exposare, " sia

© peputy Health Camissioner Thomas Burke said tha laboratory tests
undersoore the need to ramove sources of exposure in the conmnilty and Uey
support action by the N.J. Department of BEwirommental Protection to pave
or olhervwise cover all chraniun-contaminated sites as quickly as poseibie.
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To confirm that chromium levels have been reduced onoe the chromium
lots have been covered, the health commissicner recommended new urdine tests
for all those with measurable levels of chranium at that time,

Deparmmtofﬂaalthmﬁwtadmenugtestsatmesdmlaﬂmdim
evaluations on many of its occupants.

W Results of air, soil,dustarﬂcrystaltestsatﬂlesdmldidmt
show widespread chramium contaminatdon inside the school. The tests did
indicate that le were dumimpartid.esbrbcﬁnadml‘aﬂggnn
- aatsd on system was collecting chramium

inteke vents. :

The medical evaluations support the determination that the chramium
problem exists outside the school, While the health department continues to
recammerd clean-up of the school to remove any chromium that might have
collected there, Dr. Coye emphasized the importance of amtaining the
contamination at the lots,

In the medical evaluations, 35 students and 11 adults showed of
chranium that could be measured. 1hose measurements ranged be the
lowest detectable leval arﬂ@__ﬁ_____mi___g@;gumr

In oconparison, lavelsashighaaﬂnﬂcrmr‘amperliterhavebwl
fourd in industry workers outside of the United States.

-~ As part of the medical evaluations, five of the 97 students were
‘referred to a dermatologist and three were referred to a nose and throat
specialist. Of 68 adults examined, 15 were referred to a demmatologist and
three were referred to a nose and throat specialist.

Another 10.students and 13 adults were referred to personal physicians
after evidence of conditions unrelated to chromium exposure, such as sickle
cell anemia or diabetes, wers found.

Among the 65 adults who were tested, 16 percerit hal detectable levels
of chromium in the urine. However, none of the adults living in the
immediate vicinity of the contaminated lots had detedctavle lewis of urine

chraonium,.
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